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The Nyadire Connection (INC), based in Pittsburgh, PA, is a faith-based non-
profit volunteer organization that seeks to support and sustain the United
Methodist Mission in Nyadire, Zimbabwe.

RURAL CLINIC RENOVATION
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TNC VOLUNTEERS IN NYADIRE AND CHIKWIZO

Volunteers in Mission, Sue McCann, Jim Gourley, visited Nyadire UMC mid-October to
mid- December. They spent a considerable amount of time at Chikwizo working with
the villagers and the construction team in the renovation of the clinic. TNC Sandy
McKnight, and Tim Wesley joined them in November and report on the progress.
(Sue’s photos can be found when you click here. “The footer trenches dug on Oct. 18
give rise to three buildings now under roof, and the verandah on the Outpatient Block
is started. The buildings are plastered or being plastered outside and inside. Electrical
work has begun. On Dec. 11 Zimbabwe Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa and U. S. Bishop Mary
Taylor (from the Holston Conference in eastern TN & southern VA) visited the clinic
project. The Zimbabwe Project Management Team and the hard working construction
crew are doing a great job on the ground in Zimbabwe, the best they have
seen.”FUNDS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED IN JANUARY 2014 TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT.

Do e Now with

Donations to TNC are tax deductible and will bring greatly needed services and help to -
Nyadire. All electronic donations are made through a secure server. www.nyadire.org Paypal



http://www.nyadire.org
http://www.nyadire.org
https://plus.google.com/photos/116407791944159463063/albums/5960689049316821457/5960689071119981218?pid=5960689071119981218&oid=116407791944159463063
https://plus.google.com/photos/116407791944159463063/albums/5960689049316821457/5960689071119981218?pid=5960689071119981218&oid=116407791944159463063

THE BRICK

TIM WESLEY wrote this account, “The Brick,” which is reprinted with the permission of the Beaver County
Times.

Two weeks ago at a medical clinic in Zimbabwe, Africa, nurse Patience -- yes, her real name -- delivered a baby by
candlelight. That was a bit unusual. The previous time she used the light from her cell phone.

“Sometimes we’re forced to work in difficult conditions,” she said, punctuating that gross
understatement with a sweet smile.

Those difficult conditions include sporadic electricity, no running
water, and no separate rooms for female and male patients.

By late next year, those conditions may improve dramatically,
thanks in part to The Nyadire Connection, which is raising money
to refurbish the Chikwizo clinic and five others in the northeastern
region of Zimbabwe. The clinics share a common bond: They are
remotely located many miles from a paved road; they are the first :
line of defense for villagers who develop diseases such as malaria, V,-,,agewome,, return from the river after digging

cholera and HIV; and they are where expectant mothers walk, from as far as 10 miles away, to  sand. They mix sand, water, & cement to make 2
have babies bricks. 75,000 bricks were made.

Tim Wesley, Hama & The Brick

Last month, | traveled in Zimbabwe with three other TNC representatives, including Sandy McKnight of Gibsonia. We toured
the Chikwizo site where the $310,000 refurbishment project has started, and Sandy and | returned with unusual souvenirs
for our memory boxes: A brick.

At first glance, it looks and feels like your basic brick. Rectangular and red, it weighs about 6 pounds and has a coarse

surface that sheds a few grains of sand when | rub it. But take a longer and deeper look, and perhaps you’ll begin to see

what it means to nurse Patience, who envisions the brick as a cornerstone for an expanded clinic and improved medical
care.

T th » = “lt means life,” she said, capturing the essence and flashing that sweet smile once
TUAY S . again.
To the 10,000 or so villagers served by Chikwizo and the project’s 23 construction
workers, the brick also carries a deeper meaning. It’s a tangible sign of commitment
from the local community, which handmade the 75,000 bricks and mortar required
for phase one of the project. That labor-intensive process included women digging
up and carrying sand, one of the brick’s raw materials, in buckets on their heads for
up to 100 yards; and villagers forming the bricks in molds of three before firing them

s o i S, in homemade ovens. Workers then used the bricks to construct an outpatient
Sandy McKnight, Tim Wesley, an Hama go over building, a waiting mothers’ shelter, and separate wards for female and male
construction plans patients. Phase two at Chikwizo will include staff housing and flush toilets.

Like everyone else in the community, Hamadziripi Nyakundanga, owner of the
construction company working on the project, has a personal stake in its success, so he
watches closely as his masons lay brick after brick. Hama, as he’s known on site, typically
rides his bike about 10 miles to Chikwizo on Monday mornings and stays there during
the work week before returning on Friday to his wife and four kids. If someone in the
family becomes ill, they trek to Chikwizo for treatment. That means when the expansion
of the clinic has been completed, Hama and his family will be among those who benefit.

“That’s a nice bonus for me,” he said, smiling broadly. “It makes me feel good.”To keep
nurse Patience and Hama smiling, TNC must raise about $185,000 over the next few
months to complete the renovation of Chikwizo. To refurbish the other five clinics, it will
need to come up with an additional $1.5 million.

: . = = ‘.
" . o . The Project Oversight Committee, Hama, & the pastor
We recognize the enormous challenge before us,” said Drew Harvey, TNC chairman.

“But the people of these communities have already demonstrated their commitment, and we want to reward them with
improved medical care.”

One brick at a time.

Make checks to “THE NYADIRE CONNECTION.” Mark for CLINICS and mail to Christ United Methodist Church, attn.:
Richard Dickey, 44 Highland Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102



TNC NEWS

NYADIRE NEWS

HOW DO THINGS GET TO NYADIRE?

* The Nyadire Nurses Training School celebrated the

This fall volunteers “tucked” stuff in their luggage — graduation of 73 midwives in October. One of
letters to children, adults, friends; a year’s supply of graduates received the highest grade country-
sutures (donated by Global Links); 200 Christmas cards wide.

* The next round of “O-Level
Textbooks” has been purchased:
Fashion/Fabric/Construction.
These books will be valuable as
more girls are sewing girls’
empowerment pads. (See story

for Nyadire personnel; 200 seed packets (donated by
Latrobe UMC, $1.00 Stuff in Pittsburgh, Rollier’s and Ace
Hardware; a large quantity of syringes provided by John
Mahalchak; commentaries for new pastors of Mutuko/
Mudzi District obtained by Rev. Lois Swestyn, and a
repair part for the anesthesia machine. (Did they have

room for their toothbrushes?) on girls’ empowerment pads.)
* Nyadire Farm has a newly poultry house. UMCOR is
Brother’s Brother Foundation picks up TNC working with a farm contractor who has
Items! cultivated & planted 49 HA.

* All mourn the death of Home of Hope Outreach
orphan, Michael Tsatsa, a very gifted child, who
passed away on Sept. 13 of malaria. His younger
sister has been added to the Outreach program.

* A long awaited internet dish was been installed in
Nyadire.
* Rev. Mutasa has been appointed the new District
Superintendent of the Mutuko/Mudzi District
replacing Rev. P. Razo whose new position is in

After several workdays, most everything in TNC’s two

storage units was packed into about 250 boxes. Only

those items requested or are needed at Nyadire were
included. The container departed Pittsburgh in

December and should arrive in Zimbabwe late APRIL.

General contents:
e 70 boxes of medical Items such as gloves, gowns,

masks, OR items, syringes, X-Ray materials, orthopedic

cast material, hospital maintenance tools, blood

pressure cuffs; nursing reference books, walkers, two Harare.
heart monitors. * The Nyadire Maintenance Dept. has purchased a
o 200 used vehicle with funds from Norway.
filled ; * TNC’s first in-country order for hospital drugs was
backpacks successful and will save on shipping, provide
for quicker delivery, simplifies customs, and supports
individual Zim’s economy.
HOHO kids * The Micro-loan program is generally going strong.
from their Improved controls will be added.
sponsors,

including the First Grade classes at Washington

Elementary, Bethel Park HOME OF HOPE

e 30 boxes of shoes TNC and the Home of Hope are facing several new challenges:
e African Study Bibles for each of the 30 pastors in the| [ The Zimbabwe Ministry continues to emphasize the returning of
Mutoko/Mudzi District orphans to family members. Several children have already been
° 3 renovated sewing machines; fabric for relocated and others may follow.
"empowerment pads" Plans to build new facilities and relocate the program on property
e Toys collected by Maya, granddaughter of Annamore| | behind the hospital are in the works. Finland is submitting grant
Matabana ; early childhood resources donated by applications for the funds.

Westminster Nursery School; and sports equipment
¢ 40 boxes of handmade baby blankets, hats &

. HOME OF HOPE OUTREACH
sweaters - Each knitted, crocheted, and prayed over by . .
“Creative Hands” of St. Paul’s UMC. The hope is to Sixty secondary studentsLhav:aEcompI'eted Form 4 and their O-
evel Exams!

present each baby born at Nyadire Hospital or rural
clinics with a handmade blanket & hat with a TNC label. 75 new primary school children have been added to the program.




AWARDS

TNC’S KATHY SURMA NOMINATED FOR WOMEN & GIRLS EMPOWERMENT GLOBAL
IMPACT AWARD

TNC volunteer Kathy Keim Surma of Mt. Lebanon UMC listens and learns. She learned a great deal during
her visit to the Nyadire United Methodist Mission the summer of 2010. She fell in love with the people,
the work, and especially the children of the Home of Hope Orphanage. She even used her skills as a dental
hygienist to clean the teeth of the 25 children for their first time.

Back in Pittsburgh in early 2011, Kathy saw the documentary, Tapestries of Hope,
which spoke of Zimbabwean orphaned girls who missed school once a month
during their menstrual cycles since they had no sanitary protection and no
adequate underwear. This news plus memories of her Nyadire visit touched
Kathy’s heart that she felt compelled to bring this concern up for prayer during a
Bible study at Mt. Lebanon UMC. The need ignited a spark among the women in
her group, and soon, a pattern for washable protection pads was identified on the
web. Fabrics were purchased and sewing machines started whirring. Reusable sanitary napkins were in
production, and the Empowerment Pad Project was launched. Kathy and her friends included underwear
and pads and instructions for their use and laundering in backpacks that would be sent to orphaned girls in
rural schools surrounding Nyadire, part of TNC’s Home of Hope Outreach School Sponsorship Program.

¥ The group - Kathy Michael, Heather Schultz, Carol Drabeck, Betsy Harkins,
Sandy Waters, and Bonnie Lawson - began to look for ways the girls in
Zimbabwe could empower themselves. Sewing machines were retrofitted to
make them manually powered in a country where electricity is sporadic at
best.

The Home Economics teacher at Nyadire High School has begun making their
own pads, and a workshop was held at the Home of Hope in Sept. to teach
teen girls in the rural schools to make reusable pads. THE NEED? FABRICS
FOR THE PADS, SEWING MACHINES, AND UNDERWEAR. Crank and treadle
machines are very valuable because of sporadic electrical supply, but electric models in good working
condition are also needed. (For more pictures from November, click here.)

The hope is that this GIRL EMPOWERMENT PAD PROJECT will multiply and perhaps develop into a mico-
loan cottage business and spread to the rural clinics. /magine making it possible for girls to attend
school every day. You may contact Kathy: ksurma2008@gmail.com

Drew Harvey is a 2013 Jefferson Award recipient

The Jefferson Awards are a prestigious national recognition system honoring community and public service in
America. The Jefferson Awards are presented on two levels: national and local and were co-founded in 1972 by
Senator Robert Taft, Jr., Jacqueline Kennedy, and Sam Beard to create a Nobel Prize for public service. Today, their
primary purpose is to serve as a "Call to Action for Volunteers" in local communities.

The Jefferson Awards has over 150 Media Partners in over 90 communities across

the country. A local panel of judges selects the winners who are grassroots. These

Media Partners are major local newspapers, television and radio stations. Most honor

a volunteer each monthly or weekly. Some honor five or six at an annual ceremony.

The Pittsburgh Post- Gazette recognizes local winners grassroots "Unsung Heroes" —

ordinary individuals who are performing extraordinary deeds. Drew Harvey, TNC’s

“Unsung Hero,” impacting the world 8,400 miles away. For more, www.nyadire.org.
Drew Harvey & Lindiwe



https://www.facebook.com/groups/2369547983/photos/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2369547983/photos/
mailto:ksurma2008@gmail.com
mailto:ksurma2008@gmail.com
http://www.nyadire.org/pages/drewharveyjeffersonaward.htm
http://www.nyadire.org/pages/drewharveyjeffersonaward.htm

MAKING IT HAPPEN

NOTES OF APPRECIATION GO TO:

VEBH Architecture for the rendering of the
proposed Chikwizo Clinic Renovation Project.

Dr. Paul Manyeza, physician of the Old Mutare
Hospital who spoke to the Seminar Class at CUMC
in October.

Creative Hands Group of St. Paul’s UMC whose sale
of hand-crafted goods at their Mission Mall on Nov.
23 netted $3,000 for TNC.

The crew who emptied, reorganized, and packed
items and backpacks (200) to be sent in Brothers’
Brother December container to Africa.

Children and staff of Southminster Child Care for 3
backpacks and $350 earned through many bake
sales.

Phil Himmler and Mary Kay Miller for organizing
and selling the most tickets to the Bethel/Upper St.
Clair Rotary Chicken Barbeque Dinner. TNC will
receive a $250 bonus in addition to its distribution
share.

Sara Cannon, who combined TNC member Kathy
Surma’s stories of Nyadire with her own
experiences in Zambia and South Africa to assemble
a host of unusual art resources to the children of
Nyadire. Sara drew on her art therapy profession to
send materials and activities to heal, empower, and
promote imagination. Sara filled boxes with papers,
paints, printing inks and brayers, muslin dolls — even
a rain stick using a hollow stick, nails, and small
gravel pellets. All were well received!

Home of Hope Outreach Sponsors who now make
it possible for 370 orphans to attend school and
receive backpacks of school supplies.



http://vimeo.com/72928425
http://vimeo.com/72928425

