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The Nyadire Connection 
Founded in 2006 and based in Pittsburgh, TNC is a faith-based,  

non-profit organization that seeks to support and sustain  

the United Methodist Mission in Nyadire, Zimbabwe 

 

The Bethel Park/St. Clair Rotary Club is hosting its annual 
Chicken BBQ Dinner, and you can support TNC by buying tickets to 
the event.  The drive-thru-only dinner will be available at Bethel 
Park High School on Saturday, Oct. 17, from 11 am to 6 pm. Tickets 
are $20 each. 

This event has become an important fundraiser for TNC’s 
Sister Rut Scholarship program. The Scholarship program supports 
young people in Nyadire who dream of attending higher education.  
Because TNC has consistently sold over 800 tickets for many years, 
we have been receiving the Rotary’s highest grant of $5,000.  TNC’s 
Phil Himmler is our champion for the event. 

“I have been nicknamed ‘The Chicken’ from promoting the 
event so much,” she says.  “But this year, the Chicken is squawking 
especially loud to sell tickets, which have increased in price due to 
inflation. Now it’s even more important that everyone who has a 

heart for TNC and Nyadire step up to buy tickets for the dinner. 
(Continued on page 2) 

Jim Howell, a long-time TNC volunteer and supporter, died in July at the 
age of 77 and we want to honor his memory.  Following is his obituary: 

“Jim will be remembered as a man who believed in the dignity of hard 
work and a life of service to others. Born on August 3, 1948, in Oakfield, New 
York, he graduated from Kent State University before embarking on a 
distinguished career as an architect. As a longtime partner at VEBH 
Architects (now Draw Collective), Jim contributed to projects including St. 
Clair Hospital, numerous buildings across the Waynesburg University 
campus, and schools throughout the Keystone Oaks School District. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
“In addition to buying tickets for yourself, perhaps you can mention it to your neighbors. 

Ask your colleagues at work.  Ask friends at your church to buy a ticket. If those you approach 
don’t live near Bethel Park, they can still buy tickets and donate them to the South Hills 
Interfaith Movement (SHIM) for folks who benefit from SHIM’s Food Pantry. Last year, SHIM 
received more than 500 donated tickets from TNC! 

“Always remember that the Rotary’s $5,000 grant to TNC goes a long way in Zimbabwe, 
and that those students who receive Sister Rut Scholarship Funds are extremely grateful.  Thank 
you for your support of TNC and Nyadire. 

“Shalom to you now, shalom my friends. May God’s full mercies bless you my friends. In 
all your living, in all your loving, Christ be your shalom.” 

To purchase tickets, contact Phil at 412-491-9238 or philhimmler@gmail.com    
You can also send money by Venmo (to philhimmler) or mail a check (made out to Bethel 

Park/St. Clair Rotary) to: 
Phil Himmler 
585 Fruitwood Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 

(Continued from page 1) 
“Beyond his profession, Jim was deeply committed to his community. He served as Assistant 

Scoutmaster and Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 22, was elected Commissioner of Mt. 
Lebanon from 1995 to 1998 and was a devoted member of Christ Church. Through the church’s 
support of The Nyadire Connection, he made several trips to Africa, helping build irrigation 
systems to support local communities. 

“Jim is survived by his beloved wife, Sharon; his son, Breyden (Karen); his five cherished 
grandchildren, Marley, Miles, McKenna, Martin, and Charli; his sisters, Betts Kozak (Bill), Barb 
Abrams (Neal), and Martha Abrams (Morrie); his brother, Richard; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his son, Christopher (Kristen). 

“In lieu of flowers donations can be made to https://www.nyadire.org/ 
“Jim’s greatest legacy is not found in the buildings he designed, but in the family he loved, 

the community he served, and the countless lives made better by his generosity, steady 
example, and unwavering work ethic.” 

TNC Chairman Ralph Duckworth says Jim is credited with starting and leading our Seeds of 
Hope program for many years.  Under the program, Jim led the collection of seeds from 
individuals and corporations; the seeds were then hand-carried to Nyadire, where folks used 
them to grow crops for food. 

“Jim was a blessing to our brothers and sisters in Nyadire, and we were blessed to know 
him,” Ralph says. 

             TNC Selling Tickets… 

                   In Memory… 

https://www.nyadire.org/
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TNC celebrated its 20th anniversary with an event in May at Christ Church in Bethel Park. The 
event included a sit-down buffet, silent auction, and presentations about TNC’s future from our 
local leadership and special guests.   

During the event, we recognized long-time TNC supporters and members, including Mary 
Beth Zollars and the late Richard Dickey.  Below are several photos: 

 
Left, TNC Chairman Ralph 
Duckworth, talked about 
our future plans. 
 
 
 
 
Right, Ralph presented 
Mary Beth with a signed 
photo of kids from the 
Home of Hope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left, Drew Harvey, 
founding and former 
chairman of TNC, reflected 
on our history. 
 
 
 
Right, we presented Sara 
Dickey with a bouquet of 
flowers as thanks for her 
service and in memory of 
her husband, Richard. 

 
 
 

         TNC Celebrates 20th Anniversary With Event At Christ Church  

Who 
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About one out of 
every four children 
in Zimbabwe is an 
orphan.   

Most live with 
extended family, a 
friend, or even as 
“child-led 
households.”  
Education is not 
free, and without 
financial support 
most of these 
children will not 
remain in school. 

That’s where TNC’s Home of Hope Outreach/School Sponsorship program offers support. 
We connect sponsors with orphans in the Nyadire region. For $125 annually, sponsors enable a 
student’s education. 

Currently, TNC’s sponsors support more than 300 students attending rural schools and living 
with a parent/grandparent, a relative or on their own.   

“These students have the opportunity to receive the gift of an education,” says Marie Hunt, 
TNC’s HOHO program leader. “In addition to paying for school fees, your donations also cover 
the costs of a backpack and school supplies.  And your sponsorship provides you an opportunity 
to develop a relationship with your student as you exchange correspondence.” 

If you’d like more information on the program, please contact Marie at 
emptynest05@comcast.net or 724-207-0281. 

Marie also wanted to share a poem that a student wrote and sent to her sponsor: 
 

Because of You 
You saw a dream I could barely say 

Then gave me wings to reach it anyway. 
Books, fees, hope--you carried the weight 
and turned my maybe into wait and see. 

I'm still climbing but I'm climbing high 
because you believed when I doubted. 

I thank you for every door you opened wide 
I'm walking through them 

with you by my side. 
 
 

          Home of Hope Outreach Sponsors More Than 300 Orphans 

Who 
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Thanks to an Agriculture 
scholarship provided by TNC, 
Delight Katsata not only has a 
college degree … he has a 
job! 

Delight studied in the 
Honours Program in Crop 
Improvement and Seed 
Systems at the University of 
Zimbabwe.  Earlier this year, 
he graduated with a first class 
and received a UZ Award for 
most consistent student in 
the Faculty of Agriculture.  Following graduation, he accepted a job at Prime Agro, a company 
that specializes in chemicals and seeds. 

In the letter below to Mary Beth Zollars, who leads TNC’s Scholarships program, Delight 
expressed his gratitude to sponsors for their support. 

 
Dear Ma’am Mary Beth, The Nyadire Connection, AG Scholarship program and all the 

sponsors: 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation for the unwavering support you have given 

me throughout my academic journey. Yesterday, I wrote my final university examination, 
marking the completion of my degree studies at the University of Zimbabwe. 

This achievement would not have been possible without your unwavering support from day 
one. My journey began at Katsukunya Secondary School, continued through Nyadire High School 
up to The University of Zimbabwe and has now reached this important milestone. I am truly 
happy that my dream has become a reality. 

Special thanks to Ma’am Mary Beth for your constant encouragement 
and support throughout the years. Your kindness and belief in me have 
meant so much. 

Thank you once again to The Nyadire Connection, AG scholarship 
program, Ma'am Mary Beth and all the sponsors who made this 
achievement possible. Your generosity has transformed my life 
academically, personally and professionally. I will forever be grateful for 
your investment in my education and future. I now look forward to 
graduation expected in August. 

With sincere appreciation, 
Delight Katsata, Bachelor of Science Honours Degree in Crop 

Improvement and Seed Systems (HCISS), University of Zimbabwe 

             Agriculture Scholarship Recipient Expresses Appreciation 

Who 
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TNC’s Hearing Innovation program offers 
Deaf students the opportunity to receive an 
education and other developmental benefits.   

“Because most of the Deaf children live in 
distant villages, to attend school they must 
board on the Nyadire Mission,” says Deborah 
Swineford, program leader. “Therefore, in 
addition to the school fees (tuition) there is also 
a boarding fee which covers their housing and 
meals. Through donor support and the 
continued support of sponsors we can assist the 
Deaf students not only in their primary 
schooling, but their further education at a 
secondary or vocational school program.” 

Deborah says the schooling helps students 
develop an identity and voice, and learn self-
reliance and purpose.  

For more information on how to become a 
sponsor, contact Deborah at dsdla7@gmail.com 

Photos:   
(Right) Deborah received this “thank you 

card” from all the Deaf learners at Nyadire 
Primary, their teachers and the administration. 

The hands are saying "I love you!" in sign language. 
(Below) A neighbor of Deborah’s provided funds for an end-of-term gift of a sweet treat of ice 

cream and cookies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

         Hearing Innovation Provides Education, Developmental Benefits 
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The teaching profession runs deep in the Graham family of Romeoville, Illinois.  In fact, it 
runs all the way to Nyadire, thanks to the family’s support of TNC’s Home of Hope and Home of 
Hope Outreach programs. 
 “Our family has a passion for education,” says Ken Graham, a former professor who now 
does strategy, leadership, and change consulting primarily with oil and gas, aviation, and 
software companies.  “My mom was a teacher, my wife was a teacher and our first daughter is 
a teacher. In our giving we tend to support education and faith. TNC is ideal for us because it 
supports both at once, lifting up students who might be denied access to both." 
 Since 2010, the family has supported orphans in 
Zimbabwe through either HOH and HOHO, with 
donations covering expenses such as tuition, room and 
board, and uniforms (see student photo at right).  
 “For just $125 annually, we can send an orphan 
in a remote location to school,” Ken says. “We’re giving 
that child a real opportunity, and it amazes me how far 
that donation goes. Talk about leveraging your giving.” 
 Sponsors such as the Grahams also have the 
opportunity to get to know the child they’re 
supporting, by receiving photos and exchanging letters. 
 “We not only know their age and grade level, but 
we learn about their future aspirations, too,” Ken says. 
 He has felt an affinity for Zimbabwe since going 
there in 1983 while he was a member of the business 
faculty at Penn State University.  Then in 2007 he was 
attending his mom’s church in Johnstown and heard a 
TNC presentation by Mary Beth Zollars, leader of the HOH program.  The Graham family 
became sponsors soon after that. 
 Now, Ken’s expanding the TNC reach to his church in Illinois, First Presbyterian of Joliet.  
The church is highlighting new mission opportunities each month this year, and Ken spoke 
about TNC in August.  Already, other members of the 180-person congregation have stepped 
up to support orphans or expressed an interest in joining a TNC mission trip. 
 “We have some traction, and we will keep these opportunities in front of our mission 
council to spark others,” he says. “We view this as a way to sustain education opportunities and 
invest in a child’s future.”  
 Ralph Duckworth, chairman of TNC, expresses our gratitude for the Graham family’s long-
time support, and for their desire to expand that opportunity to others. 
 “This is another example of why connection is an important part of TNC’s name,” he says. 
“We have built long-term connections with supporters such as the Grahams, and we’re grateful 
that those connections now include a church in Illinois.” 
 

             Graham Family Expands TNC’s Reach Through Educational Support 
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Each month, TNC leaders gather virtually to review programs and discuss future plans.  

Below are highlights from our recent meeting: 

• Sister Rut Scholarships: All tuition payments for upcoming semester have been made … 
Mt. Lebanon UMC Missions Committee made a contribution to Scholarships. 

• Agriculture: CASH for CROPS update: We have received donations of about $70,000, 
which is about 93% of our goal.  We plan to use the funds for agricultural equipment and 
are currently evaluating our options. 

• Home of Hope:  Christ Church’s Vacation Bible School donated $1,200 for a new borehole 
at the HOH, including a tank and solar-powered pump. The ZIM VIM JUNE 2026 Team 
supplemented this with donation money that the team members raised. 

• Engineers Without Borders/CMU:  The assessment report for the next project was 
submitted to EWB National with no response or updates to date … We met with one of 
the CMU student leaders to discuss team status and future plans. 

• Eyeglasses: During the mission trip in June, we conducted eyeglass clinics at the HOHO 
schools. All of the schools have now been covered either this year or last year. 

• Hearing Innovation:  Leah Swineford, a missionary in residence at Nyadire, was featured 
in GBGM’s mission update “Still in Mission” in August. She primarily focused on her work 
with the Deaf children and the joy of serving at Nyadire. 

• Volunteer-in-Mission trips: Mary Beth Zollars plans to lead another trip next June/July. 
(Below is a photo from her 2026 team.) If you’re interested in joining future trips, please 
contact our VIM program leader, Molly Michael, at mollyalice.michael@gmail.com  

 

 

                        TNC Monthly Meeting Highlights 

mailto:mollyalice.michael@gmail.com

