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The Beginning
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Kelly teaching how donated sonogram
machine works to a Zimbabwean nurse

18 Pittsburghers who traveled to
Nyadire United Methodist Mission in 2006

Bible School program

Working together on construction project

Follow along each week to learn about TNC’s varied programs; maybe you will become a TNC volunteer, too!
Each day, read what is written on the calendar for that day and learn something new while you help support TNC’s programs!
Ash Wednesday 2/17
Have you ever gone to Bible
School?

Give a quarter if you have. Give
2 quarters if you have not.

Thursday 2/18
What country is Zimbabwe in?

If you said Africa, 2 quarters
please. Zimbabwe is a country.
Africa is a continent.

Friday 2/19

Saturday 2/20

What does the word Tatenda
mean?

How many countries touch
Zimbabwe’s borders?

Give a dime if you said “Thank
You”. Give a quarter if you didn’t.

Give a dime if you said 4. Give a
quarter if you didn’t.

IN THE BEGINNING In 2006, 18 enthusiastic Pittsburghers visited the Nyadire United Methodist Mission in Zimbabwe, in the far southern
part of Africa. At the time, no one knew what an incredible and enduring impact this encounter would have on both the community and its
current and future visitors. While the folks living in the Nyadire region, an extremely remote rural area, were hard working, circumstances
aligned against their attempts to improve their living conditions. The country’s economic woes and lack of infrastructure left the mission
without dependable water or electrical supply, while the pharmacy shelves were empty. Determined to make a difference, this initial group of
travelers formed The Nyadire Connection (TNC) with the goal of supporting the mission as it provides assistance to the tens of thousands of
people who depend on its life-sustaining services.
Today, TNC comprises six network churches, coordinates 12 programs focused on health, orphans and education, and provides more than
$250,000 of financial aid annually, in addition to funding the rebuilding of six rural medical clinics. TNC relies extensively on a wide network of
sponsors, financial donors and organizations that contribute everything from hospital beds and operating equipment to shipping services for
large, ocean-going containers of supplies. In addition to TNC’s 12 programs, we implement various projects such as rebuilding the mission
water system, food distribution during a hunger crisis, building a hospital storeroom, adding solar power to water pumps, etc.
TNC is 100% volunteer, meaning that no one is paid for the hundreds of hours spent administering these programs, and everyone funds their
own overseas trips. Central to the TNC mission is Volunteers In Mission (VIM) trips. TNC has organized nearly 50, with more than 130 people
making the 8,400 mile journey, most of them multiple times. With so many visits, the breadth and depth of relationships with our friends in
Zimbabwe have grown, enabling important collaboration to achieve our goals. Jim Gascoine, pastor of Dutilh UMC made his first trip in 2019.
He observed, “(The Zimbabweans) work hard daily to overcome the scarcity, economic problems and lack of resources they face, and they do
so with grace, deep joy and a ton of resourcefulness”. The travelers from America have much to learn from their host country, even as they
reach out to help their friends in Zimbabwe.
Our Goals


To enter into a long term committed relationship, not a one time “project” with Zimbabwean
people. We will learn from each other in order to truly help.



To enable connections - person to person, church to church, school to school, hospital to hospital.



To be a partner, dedicated to enabling Nyadire to assist the people of Zimbabwe while enriching the
spiritual lives of the people and churches of Western Pennsylvania.

Sue teaching nurses about
diabetes.



To focus geographically on Nyadire.



To support Nyadire’s priorities, not our ideas. Nyadire & the Zimbabwe United Methodist Church lead and TNC enables.



To provide feedback to keep our supporters informed.

TATENDA!
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Medical Support

Dr. Tshiani inspecting medicines brought in
luggage to Nyadire.

Follow along each week to learn about TNC’s varied programs; maybe you will become a TNC volunteer, too!
Each day, read what is written on the calendar for that day and learn something new while you help support TNC’s programs!
Sunday 2/21
Monday 2/22
Tuesday 2/23
Wednesday 2/24
Thursday 2/25
Friday 2/26
Saturday 2/27

Pray for full
shelves of
medicine at
Nyadire Mission.

Give one quarter if
you have Aspirin
or Tylenol in your
house.

In Nyadire these
medicines are not
found in homes.

Give 2 dimes if you
have ever received
a vaccine.

In Nyadire
vaccines are
common.

Give a nickel for
every bottle or bar
if soap in your
house.

Soap is a luxury
for the people of
Nyadire.

Give a quarter for
every toilet in your
house.

Homes in Nyadire
have just one
bathroom or if not
an outhouse.

Give a quarter if
you can open your
mouth and say
“AHHH”

Give 2 quarters if
your family had a
prescription filled
this week.

Sadly, in Nyadire
most can’t afford
prescriptions.

Medical Support - One of the ways doctors can help someone who is sick get better is by giving them the right medicine. When
the first team of volunteers visited Nyadire Hospital, the pharmacy shelves were empty. The hospital was also out of exam gloves
and sutures for surgeries. It was even hard to keep a doctor on staff because of the remote location. TNC hunted for ways to
procure these drugs and other supplies as soon as the team returned to Pittsburgh. Fortunately, one of the early shipments of
pharmaceuticals to the hospital included drugs to fight cholera, equipping the community with the desperately needed medicine and
hydration kits in time to save lives during a cholera outbreak in 2009. A pharmacist at Nyadire carefully tracks medicine use and
reports to a volunteer in Pittsburgh who helps place medicine orders. TNC spends about $12,000 annually on medicine.
Volunteer teams traveling to Nyadire also carry in their luggage medicines and medical supplies collected from hospitals and other
sources in the US. On one such trip, the doctor who greeted the travelers upon their arrival shared that a small child was suffering
from breathing problems caused by asthma. A nurse on the VIM team dug through her luggage to pull out a medicine vial. The
doctor gave it to the child that night, and her mother rejoiced as the child quickly recovered.
In addition to supplying consumable goods, or those that are “used up”, like medicine,
exam gloves and sutures (special thread to close the wound after surgery), TNC has
supplied Nyadire Hospital abundantly with medical equipment such as hospital beds,
birthing tables, operating tables and lamps, orthopedic equipment and wheel chairs,
computers, surgical instruments, and autoclaves. Autoclaves sterilize operating
instruments; TNC has sourced them from CHOSEN, located near Erie, Pa. Retired
workers there painstakingly disassemble, and clean the machines, replacing old parts
so the machines are like new! TNC has even purchased ambulances and other
vehicles, as well repairing the laundry equipment and X-Ray machine. The list goes
on and on! One of the things VIM team visitors love to do is to distribute the baby
blankets and hats knitted by members and friends of St. Paul’s UMC. To date,
thousands have been sent to help welcome newborn babies. You don’t have to fly
all the way to Zimbabwe to help the people at Nyadire! Even kids have helped by
hosting fundraisers like spaghetti dinners and lemonade stands to raise funds for
programs like those listed above! Thanks to everyone who has helped create a place
where families can seek medical care in a clean and safe environment at Nyadire.

TATENDA!

Dr. Tshiani and nurses inspecting water
during Cholera outbreak. Cholera is a
bacterial disease spread through unclean
water.
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Home of Hope/
Home of Hope Outreach
HOHO kids registering
for school

Students at
outreach school

HOH - Anenyasha
with vegetables
crop

Erin with HOH kids

Jillian, Jennifer
and HOH kids.

HOH kids being kids

HOH children have chores such as herding cattle, feeding the pigs, watering the garden, washing dishes, sweeping, chopping wood, etc. The
children enjoy coloring, reading, playing soccer, sewing, knitting, mechanics, and on special occasions watching TV. Their favorite foods are
sadza (based on cornmeal), chicken, collards, and rice.
Sunday 2/28
Pray for all
children to have
an opportunity
to attend school.

Nyadire kids start
each school day by
praying.

Monday 3/1

Tuesday 3/2

Wednesday 3/3

Give 25¢ if you
ate peanut butter
last week.

Give 5¢ for every
time you wrote on
paper today.

Nyadire kids make
their own peanut
butter.

Nyadire primary
school kids practice
writing in the sand
when there is no
paper.

Give $1 if you
drive or get driven
to school. Give
50¢ if you ride a
school bus.

Nyadire kids don’t
have cars, or school
buses. They often
walk miles to school.

Thursday 3/4
Give 50¢ if you
can wear blue
jeans to school.

Nyadire kids must
wear a uniform to
school.

Friday 3/5
Give 25¢ if you
can kick a soccer
ball into the goal.

Nyadire kids love to
play soccer in their
bare feet, and make
their balls out of
plastic bags, when
the real ball bursts!

Saturday 3/6
Give a 10¢ if you
can stand on one
leg and “cheep”
like a chicken.
50¢ if you won’t
try.

Nyadire kids help
care for chickens.

HOH Sponsorship Program: The Home of Hope (HOH) Children’s Home is located on the Nyadire Mission, caring for orphans
and vulnerable babies and children up to age 18. Most of the 20 or so children living at the HOH have been orphaned due to
AIDs and other diseases. Others have been abandoned and/or abused and a few are HIV+ themselves.
These are children of incredible spirit. They know they are cared for and loved at the Home. The older children are the big
sisters and brothers of the little ones. They all feel part of the Nyadire community, with schools, a church, and medical
resources.
HOH director, Emmanuel Chiimba’s vision is one of self-sustenance through developing a small farm with fields, gardens, and
livestock. Drought and the country’s economic free-fall continue to present challenges to the realization of this dream.
While assisting to meet these goals, The Nyadire Connection provides financial support
for the current operational needs of the Home through sponsorships of the children.
Covered expenses include food, school fees and uniforms, medical and dental care,
staff salaries, fuel and clean water.
The Home of Hope Outreach School Sponsorship Program (HOHO) is an
extension of the HOH program, supporting almost 500 orphans who live away from the
mission in the surrounding rural region. Some live with extended family, while others
live on their own, often parenting younger siblings. Mr. Chiimba works with school
administrators of the rural districts in identifying orphaned students at risk of dropping
out of school for lack of school fees. TNC seeks to ensure that as many orphans as
possible in the Nyadire region are able to get a basic school education and learn
essential life skills by connecting US sponsors with orphans. Sponsors pay for school
fees and uniforms plus a back pack of school supplies.
Click on this link for a short video highlighting the experiences (with lots of great photos
of the HOH kids!) of three young travelers to Nyadire. Maybe you’ll want to visit Nyadire
someday! https://vimeo.com/252203577/d75f2a6a3b
For more information contact Mary Beth Zollars at mbzollars@aol.com or Marie Hunt
at emptynest05@comcast.net.

TATENDA!

