
  

Zimbabwe seems an unlikely spot to have ñgreat things 

happening,ò since this African country is facing a 

ruined economy, unemployment, disease, and hunger.  

Zimbabwe has the second lowest per capita annual 

income - $324. 

 
Ben Dempe, journeyed the 8,400 miles from Pittsburgh 

to the Mission in Nyadire, located two hours from 

Harare, the capital. The mission is much like a college 

campus with a 240- bed hospital, nursing school, a 

school system for 1,200 students, preschool through 

high school, an orphanage, teachersô college, church, 

and farm.  These programs serve a wide rural 

population. TNC helps to keep a doctor at the hospital, 

sends medications and medical supplies, procures 

sponsors for the orphanage and orphans in neighboring 

schools and rural pastors, and performs needed services 

when mission teams visit.  

 

Ben Dempe, a junior at Allegheny College, majoring in 

economics with a focus on international studies, was 

the first TNC intern at Nyadire.  He spent 10 weeks on 

the mission and lived with a Zimbabwean family. His 

internship had three goals: 1) assist the newly created 

Internet Café and help with computer skills; 2) work 

with the administrator of the Home of Hope Outreach 

School Sponsorship Program, a program that finds sponsors for orphans in 

schools neighboring Nyadire to pay for school fees and backpacks of 

school supplies; 3) design a micro-lending program offering small loans 

to persons at a low interest rate. 

 
The micro-lending project was quite a success, as many folks who live on 

the mission wanted a ñjump startò to augment their salary or to have some 

income at all.  Ben received 20 applications for loans. He interviewed all 

of them and visited their homesteads and made two awards.  One of $300 

to Leticia Bhandira, a Nyadire Primary teacher, who would buy 100 day-

old chicks to raise; the other, to Simon Mukodoka, who works in the 

hospital laundry.  His $350 would go to buy a cow that would end up 

being food for a school or many individuals.  These new entrepreneurs 

could repay the loan and have the money to continue their business 

endeavors. 

 
ñAs the world globalizes, we are beginning to realize several faults with 

our new small world.  The first is, the world is not equal.   Not even a 

little bit.  There are rich countries, like the USA and Europe, there are 

developing countries like China, India, Brazil, and there are terribly poor 

countries like the Sudan and Bangladesh. Zimbabwe would fall into the 

category of the poor. We are killing the world because we have the money 

to care, but we don't.  The poor countries are killing the world because 

they cannot afford to save it.ò 

 
One of the most significant things Ben learned about and enjoyed about 

Nyadire was the relationships.  He so enjoyed living with Emmanuel 

Chiimba, the Home of Hope (HOH) administrator and his family who 

helped him with Shona and understanding the culture.  Ben was a favorite 

with the HOH children.  It was hard to see Ben at the HOH with a child 

on his back or involved in wrestling the boys and tickling the girls.  

Ben Dempeð First Intern at Nyadire  

Sponsorship and Donation 

Sponsorships: 

Home of Hope - To sponsor a child at he Home of 

Hope, contact Mary Beth Zollars at 

mbzollars@aol.com  

Home of Hope Outreach - To provide an educational 

sponsorship for a child in the Nyadire region contact 

Mary Beth Zollars at mbzollars@aol.com 

Pastor Sponsorship - To sponsor a Methodist pastor in 

the Nyadire region (Mutoko Mudzi district) contact 

Becky Marshall at rebeccamarshall3@gmail.com 

Volunteer in Mission Trip Application 

http://www.nyadire.org/pages/Application2009.pdf 

Complete and send to Kimberly Greway. 

info@nyadire.org 

Donations: 

Your donations to The Nyadire Connection are tax 

deductible and will help greatly in bringing needed 

services and help to Nyadire. 

Click on the button on the right to make a donation 

through PayPal. If you don't 

have a PayPal account, you 

may use a credit card. All 

electronic donations are made 
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For several years,      

Pittsburgh area churches 

have supported the United 

Methodist Mission in 

Nyadire, Zimbabwe in a 

variety of ways. After 

eighteen United        

Methodists traveled to 

Nyadire in July/August 

2006, they formed The 

Nyadire Connection 

(TNC) which seeks to 

organize and facilitate 

ongoing support for 

Nyadire United Methodist 

Mission in Zimbabwe. 

This newsletter helps to  

keep informed those   

interested in Nyadire. 

Please email the Kimberly 

Greway with the emails of 

those who wish to receive TNC will be featured at 7:00 pm on Oct 18 on "10-Fold", as part of the 

topic - "Health Care in Africa".  From October 10th through the 19th, 

there will be a 10-day online event that will mobilize passionate people to 

stand up and be counted for causes they believe in. Each day will feature a 

different mission project of the General Board of Global Ministries 

supported through The Advance, the designated giving arm of The United 

Methodist Church. Through live webcasts, streaming video, online chats, 

and other media, you will learn about these amazing ministries that are 

changing peopleôs lives.  Drew Harvey of TNC and Dr. Tshiani of 

Nyadire hospital will be on line speaking about our partnership. 

http://www.10-fold.org/  or  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enb3SV7Dl14 

General inquiries   

info@nyadire.org         
Other: Drew Harvey, Chair  

drewharvey@verizon.net       
Sara Dickey, Lay Coordinator   

sarich@aol.com         
Kimberly Greway , Clergy 

Coordinator  

kgreway@gmail.com           
Sandra Matoushaya, Editor 

http://www.nyadire.org  
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Home of Hope Safari 

 

When:  August 10-13, 2010 

Where: Imire Safari Ranch 
www.imersafariranch.com 

Contributors :  Home of Hope Sponsors and Friends 
 

Journal:10 August:  No problem waking up this 

morning!  The Home of Hope children were running 

around in their new jackets and colorful knit caps (from 

knitting groups around the Pittsburgh area) some 

singing, some playing, and all helping to haul bags, 

blankets, and mattresses. (The children were to stay at 

the Ranchôs Educational Bush Camp.)  There was a 

buzz of excitement in the air.  

Charles is ready to board the bus 

 

After a long trip through, familiar landscape of 

Nyadire, a tarred road, the capital city of Harare with 

soooooo many people, traffic lights, big buildings, a 

huge scream of joy erupted on the bus, only to be 

silenced when after 2 km, there was another sign ñTurn 

left.  Imire Safari Ranch 37 kmò.  Interesting ï 

Zimbabwean children do not know the questions, ñAre 

we there yet?  How much longer?ò  But as we 

approached the Ranch, we Americans quickly learned 

the word for elephant.  The children were ALL out of 

their seats, screaming and pointing and giggling, 

ñNzou!ò  And there was a female elephant with a herd 

of water buffalo.  We later learned that she had been 

orphaned, had grown up with the water buffalo, thinks 

she is a water buffalo, and is the leader of the herd! 

 
August 11: Sister Rut Lindgren proved that you are 

never too old to ride an elephant!  Sister Rut was 

invited along, for without her there would be no Home 

of Hope.  The address of ñSisterò comes from being a 

nurse.  The name ñRutò is the equivalent of ñRuthò in 

English.  She had a vision as a young girl of serving the 

underprivileged in Africa.  Her life has been one of 

service, and she has taken in over 100 children into her 

home during her time in Zimbabwe.  Sister Rut 

coordinated the efforts to get the Home of Hope built 

and currently has 6 children living with her! 

Sister Rut  riding an elephant 

 

 

There was only one problem: the weather!  It was 

freezing!!!!!!  The guides agreed, too!  The 

temperatures were in the high 40ôs, the winds were 

unrelenting, and the sun only teased us occasionally!  

We all were wearing four layers on top, two on 

bottom, and headgear of a variety of sorts (scarves, 

hoods and hats, and even modified T-shirts!)  One of 

the older girls had texted one of the adults during the 

night to say that they were cold.  (Yes ï 

Zimbabweans are very cell phone literate!  There are 

more cell phones than landlines for obvious 

reasons!)     

Staying warm, but who cares about shoes! And 

transport for the children  

So how did we get around?  Well, the Zimbabwe-

Way is to get as many people in a vehicle as 

possible, go, and be joyful. The day drives were cold 

and windy and the night drives were cold and windy 

ï however, no complaints!  The wildlife took our 

breath away! 

August 12: This morning was our time to do 

volunteer work.  When the manager told me that the 

adults were going to be cleaning the rhino stalls, I 

thought I was going to die.  How would I announce 

that to my fellow VIM Team members and dear 

friends that work so hard at the HOH each and every 

day?  When we arrived at the work site, we 

cheerfully embraced the real work at hand:  hauling, 

counting, and transporting newly cut fence posts.  

The children were there, too, and for nearly three 

hours we helped the ranch in a vital task. 

The afternoon was full of animal fun again, as the 

children had their time on the elephants. Not all of 

the children rode the eleôs.  Some were completely 

frightened and stayed in the cab of the lorry to watch 

and giggle from a safe place.  But those who did ride 

held on for dear life!  My heart skipped a beat when 

I heard Charles crying for help.  He was already on 

the elephant and the elephant was on its way.  (How 

do you stop an elephant?)  Then I realized that he 

had lost his shoe.  The elephant picked it up, curled 

its trunk, and handed it to the elephant ñdriverò.  

How cool is that? 

Our last evening was highlighted by the 

COMPETITION.  It was boys against girls and 

women against men.  The guides had created a 

huge list of questions, some of which were; 

What are the Big Five? 

What are the Little Five? 

How can you tell a zebra is ill? 
The guides, native black Zimbabweans, had as 

much fun as the children, proud of their answers, 

delighted with their guesses.  What an 

opportunity for them to share with the future of 

Zimbabwe ï the children, their children. 

 

By the way, the boys won! 

 
August 13: Our last morning.  We walked to the 

pond where the crocodile lives.  Even though he 

was hibernating, he raised his wrinkling brow 

through the green slime twice to make us shiver 

even more.  

Home of Hope Safari 

The Childrenôs Thank You to all who 

contributed!  

 

Manhemba Caves 

The area around Nyadire is punctuated with 

granite rock formations, rock piles and rock 

mountains ï a striking contrast to the 

surrounding savannah.  Nine Americans and 4 

Zimbabweans piled into a pick up truck and 

lumbered 5 km down the washboard dirt road to 

a softer, single lane dirt road around gullies and 

2010 VIM Trips  
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See the shoe? It belongs to Charles 

http://www.imersafariranch.com

